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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


THE NEW CURRENT LIST APPEARS 


The first issue of the new Current List of Medical Litera- 
ture (Vol. 19, No. 1, July 1950) has finally appeared. The many 
difficulties usually attendant upon the launching of a new publica- 
tion were present here in great abundance, and only the Editor, 
his staff, and the many individuals in other sections of the Li- 
brary who cooperated in the effort can fully appreciate the magni- 


tude of the task now finally completed, at least in its preliminary 
phases. 





Mechanical difficulties in production were numerous, not im- 
portant in themselves but challenging in their variety and in the 
necessity for speedy solution. Many lessons, inevitably, were 
learned the hard way; the second issue will be easier than the 
first. Problems of pcrsonnel, though not so large as it was once 
thought they might be, were still not negligible. 


The first issue is a rather lean one, with less than 3,000 ar- 
ticles represented, whereas the estimated monthly coverage was 
to be in the neighborhood of 8,000. The August issue, now at the 
printer’s, will cover 5,771 articles; and it is hoped that the goal 
of 8,000 will be reached by October, if vacations do not play hob 
with the schedule, as they now threaten to do. 


Disproportionate alignment of items, so obvious in this first 
issue, will be eliminated partially in the August number, and will 
be almost totally absent by September. Printing deadlines will be 
more closely met; whereas the July issue went to the printer on 
the tenth, and the August issue on the fourth, subsequent issues 
will go on the first of each ‘nonth. Once the pattern is established 
it is to be expected that issues will reach subscribers by the mid- 
dle of each month. 


The Director will appreciate receiving comments and sugges- 
tions for improvement. 





Printing cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library. 
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MEETING OF A. L, A. 


The Annual Conference of the American Library Association, 
held this year in Cleveland, 16 to 22 July, was attended by Miss M, 
Ruth MacDonald, Miss Winifred A. Johnson, Miss Emilie V. Wiggins, 
Miss Barbara Westby, Miss Dorothy J. Comins, Mrs, Paulyne 
Tureman, and Major Frank B. Rogers, of the Library Staff. The 
History of Medicine Division entertained visitors from all over the 
United States during the meeting. 


The Army Medical Library was represented on the exhibit floor 
by its exhibit of steps in the compilation of the Current List of Med- 


ical Literature. The exhibit evoked considerable interest. 


Major Rogers also attended the meeting of the Association of 
Research Libraries, held in Cleveland on the afternoon and evening 
of 19 July. 


CLEVELAND NOTES 


‘‘News Notes’’ of the Antiquarian Bookman, July 15, 1950, con- 
tains a contribution of Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian, of the History of 
Medicine Division. It is a translation of an article by Antonio Pes- 
carzoli appearing in the newspaper Il Messaggero di Roma, and 
concerns the ‘‘bibliophilic leanings of those = great figures of 
the current Italian scene, the philosopher Benedetto Croce and Pres- 
ident Luigi Einaudi.’’ In spite of their busy lives these men con- 
tinue to be interested in book collecting, and still find time to run 
through catalogs of rare and out-of-print books. Dr. Schullian adds, 
‘*Men in high places in many lands, beset by cruel responsibilities, 
might well find relaxation by emulating the bibliophilic leanings of 
Einaudi and Croce.’’ 


Miss Marjorie M. Tompkins, Acquisitions Officer of the His- 
tory of Medicine Division, is teaching again this summer at the 
School of Library Science, Western Reserve University. Her class 
in catologing visited the Division on Friday afternoon, 28 July. 


Mr. William J. Bishop, Librarian of the Wellcome Historical 
Medical Library, London, England, visited the History of Medicine 
Division in mid-July. Mr. Bishop, who made the principal opening 
address at the Medical Library Association Annual Meeting in 
Boston in June, was making a tour of American medical libraries 
before returning to his native country. 
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HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


Televiewers recently saw Major General Edgar Erskine Hume, 
Chief Surgeon of the Far East Command, present the first Purple 
Heart awarded to an American casualty in Korea. 


Major General George F. Lull, Secretary and General Manager 
of the American Medical Association, and Dr. Henry R. Viets, Li- 
brarian of the Boston Medical Library, visited the History of Medi- 
cine Division in late July. 


CONFERENCE ON BIBLIOGRAPHIC ORGANIZATION 


A Conference on Bibliographic Organization was held under the 
auspices of the University of Chicago Graduate Library School, in 
Chicago, 24 to 29 July. Major Rogers attended the conference and 
acted as Chairman for the session at which Dr. Ralph R. Shaw, Li- 
brarian of the Department of Agriculture and an Honorary Consult- 
ant to the Army Medical Library, spoke on the subject ‘‘Management, 
Machines, and the Bibliographic Problems of the Twentieth Century.” 
Dr. Mortimer Taube, of the Atomic Energy Commission, and a mem- 
ber of the Surgeon General’s Committee for the Study of the Indexes 
to Medical Literature published by the Army Medical Library, ad - 
dressed the conference on the subject ‘‘The Functional Approach to 
Bibliographic Organization.’’ 


EXHIBIT 


The AML exhibit in celebration of the 175th anniversary of the 
U.S. Army Medical Department, 27 July 1950, offers information 
regarding the origin of the Department and then attempts to contrast 
its wartime and peacetime functions. 


Wartime functions are represented by scenes of front line sur- 
gery and installations for the care of the wounded from Valley Forge 
through World War I. Peacetime functions are indicated by medical 
histories of major wars and by examples of recent research issued 
by medical installations of the Armed Forces. 
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AML RECEIVES PORTRAITS 


Two framed oil paintings have recently come to the Army Medi- 
cal Library following tne closing of Percy Jones General Hospital at 
Battle Creek, Michigan: the portrait of Colonel Percy L. Jones, for 
whom the hospital was named, and the portrait of Brigadier General 
Joseph E. Bastion, who was in command of Percy Jones General Hos- 
pital Center from May 1943 to November 1946. 


AWARDS TO STAFF MEMBERS 


Mrs. Alice E. Luethy, Current List Section, and Miss Dorothy 
M. Reece, Catalog Division, have been awarded an additional with- 
in-grade salary increase for superior accomplishment. 


Mrs. Luethy was cited for her generally superior work, in par- 
ticular for the skill and attention with which she reported the meet- 
ings of the Surgeon General’s Committee on Indexing. Mr. Taine 
read her citation. 


Miss Reece was especially commended for having volunteered 
to cut stencils for preliminary catalog cards for Russian books and 
for having studied the Russian language in order to do so. Miss 
Hasting read the citation. 


Major General Raymond W. Bliss, Surgeon General of the Army, 
presented the awards in his office on Friday, 28 July 1950, together 
with his thanks for service to the Department of the Army beyond the 
requirements of a job sheet. Miss MacDonald, Mrs. Hunter, Mr. 
Tucker, and Mr. Groesbeck attended the ceremony. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS 


The Army Medical Library, among other libraries, is studying 
the possibility of using UNESCO book coupons for its purchases in 
UNESCO member countries. Under this plan American libraries 
and individuals buy international coupons which are accepted by for- 
eign booksellers in lieu of the currency of the country. The dollar 
credits thus'accumulated make possible the purchase of American 
books by libraries of the soft currency countries. 














